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Who is Jesus? The Gate and Good Shepherd 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5th, 2009 

 

We’re continuing in our series, “Who is Jesus” today, by looking at another ‘I am’ statement of 
His.  We’re going to our Gospel reading today, John 10:1-5, so I invite you to take out your 
Bibles and turn there with me. 

While you’re going there, let’s take a few moments to review where we’ve been.  We started out 
the series by looking at the actual words, “I AM”, and were reminded how this is the name God 
gave to Moses when he asked God what His name is.  When Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Before 
Abraham was, I AM!” He was taking the Divine Name of God, and applying it to Himself.  In 
other words, He was calling Himself God. 

Then we looked at some of the other things Jesus says about Himself using the same phrase.  
First we read that Jesus calls Himself the Bread of Life, and we talked about how Jesus requires 
complete surrender to Him, and tells us point blank to stop grumbling.  Last week we talked 
about how Jesus calls Himself the Light of the World, and saw how the Light shines on us, 
revealing our sins, and at the same time exposes them so they can be forgiven.   We talked about 
walking in the Kingdom of Light that has invaded our darkness and living a new life. 

This week we are looking at two things Jesus said about Himself – “I am the gate”, and “I am the 
Good Shepherd.”  At first glance these might seem to be two separate things, but as we 
understand the text, they go together very well.  As we always need to do, let’s take just a 
moment to set the context for this reading. 

The people are divided about who Jesus is.  Some say He is just a good man, some say He is 
demon possessed.  Such hostility has arisen around Him on the part of the Jewish leaders; they 
have declared that anyone who calls Jesus the Christ will be thrown out of the synagogue.  This 
is not a little thing, by the way.  To be removed from the synagogue in that time was similar to 
excommunication today, but carried with it a stigma and feelings of guilt and shame that people 
just don’t have today.  If someone is excommunicated from a church today, they just go to 
another church.  Then, if someone was expelled from the synagogue it was a very important 
thing. 

The point is there was a lot of controversy surrounding Jesus, just like there is still today.  Like it 
was then, too many think they’ve got Jesus all figured out, but the truth is we just don’t.  God 
even tells us in His word, “Don’t even try to understand me – you just can’t.”  Actually what He 
says is, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the 
Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8-9).  The good news is that Jesus reveals Himself to us 
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in ways we can begin to understand, and in the revealing of Himself, He reveals the heart of God 
the Father. 

On to our reading.  At the risk of offending everyone here today, I am going to ask you a 
question.  Some of you have heard me ask this before in the Adult Discussion times after church 
during the Sunday School year, but not everyone has heard this.  Here goes: we are called sheep 
in the Bible.  Do you know why?  Sheep are the dumbest animals in the world.  They are totally 
lost without their shepherd and, need the constant care and the steady guiding hand of their 
shepherd.   

If a sheep is able to get outside of its pen, it usually can’t find its way back in.  It might walk out 
of a hole in the fencing, but it can’t figure out all it has to do is turn around and go back in the 
same way.  Sheep will also go into water to get a drink, and not realize the water is making their 
wool wet and heavy.  Before they know it, they’ve wandered in too deep and can’t get out.  
Many a sheep have drowned for trying to quench their thirst. 

And we’re not so unlike them, and God realizes that.  We wander away from the truth of His 
Word, and then when we come to understand we’re outside of the will and Word of God, we’re 
totally lost and don’t know where to go from there.  We wander into things we think are benign 
and safe, that are actually outside the safe boundaries God has set for us, and before we know it 
we’re being dragged under by what we thought would not affect us; what we thought we had 
control over.  Don’t believe me?  Just ask the drug addict; the pornography addict; the one who 
is cutting themselves.  They thought it wasn’t that big of a deal and they would be able to handle 
it.  Now they are drowning in what they thought wasn’t that big of a deal. 

So what does Jesus say to us?  First, He says, “I am the gate for the sheep.”  What does that 
mean? 

Take a look at this picture:  
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This is a picture of a sheep pen like the kind they had in Jesus’ day.  Sheep from many different 
flocks would be kept in these pens, and a single shepherd or watchman would stay at the 
entrance during the night to protect them.  The only people who were allowed through the gate 
were the shepherds of the different flocks – they would come in the morning hours and call their 
flocks to them.  (As dumb as sheep are, they know their shepherd’s voice, and respond when he 
calls them.)   This is why Jesus says in our reading this morning, “I tell you the truth, the man 
who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a 
robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the 
gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.” 

Here’s the first lesson for us – God comes to us, and He calls us.  We don’t go to Him because, 
with all due respect, our little sheep brains couldn’t come to Him on our own.  He calls us, and 
our response is to follow.   

He came to us in Jesus – the heart, the mind, the passion of God the Father who took on flesh 
and bone.  He comes to us and calls to us in order to bring us out from the rest of the world and 
follow Him. Christians are not like the rest of the world – we’re different!  You can write 1 Peter 
2:9-11 in the margins of your Bibles.  This is what God says to Christ-followers: But you are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.  Once you 
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.  Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 
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Jesus says that He is our gate.  He is the one we go through in order to come out of the world and 
enter into Heaven: “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and 
go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.” 

Who is the thief?  Ultimately it’s the devil and all his works and ways that would pull us away 
from Jesus.  You know, those things we just talked about when we mentioned wandering outside 
the will of God and drowning in sins. 

What is the life Jesus is talking about?  He’s talking about Eternal Life in Heaven.  I know this 
goes against what some churches teach but let me tell you what you probably already know: just 
because you are a Christ-follower doesn’t mean your life is going to be without problems, 
complications and financial hardships.  Jesus didn’t come to make this life perfect, He came to 
give us a perfect life in Heaven.  He didn’t come to make us wealthy in this life, He came to give 
us a rich reward in Heaven.  I beg your pardon, He never promised us a rose garden! 

He promised His unending love and an eternal Home.  He promised that since He’s going to 
prepare a place for us, He will come and take us back to be with Him.  He promised to come 
back – and He will! 

Let’s move on to the Good Shepherd.  Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when 
he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock 
and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I 
am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

And we understand that Jesus laid down His life for us when He went to the cross to take the 
punishment our sins deserve.  As bad as the crucifixion was; as bad as the beatings, the nailing to 
the cross and the humiliation were, that wasn’t the punishment Jesus took for us.  The 
punishment was separation from God the Father, otherwise known as hell.  The punishment our 
sins deserve culminated in the cry from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”  That’s when Jesus experienced the punishment of hell for you and me, so we would never 
have to. 

I’d like to take a look at another aspect of the Good Shepherd, though.  We all have seen this 
picture or a similar one to it of Jesus holding a lamb across His shoulders: 
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This is a warm and loving picture, and shows how much Jesus loves us and will carry us along.  
What most people don’t know is that shepherds would do this with their lambs, and it was a very 
loving and protective thing to do, but it came about as a result of a punishment. 

When a lamb just keeps wandering off and just does not stay with, or listen to, the shepherd, the 
shepherd will sometimes break one of the lamb’s legs.  He’ll then take the lamb and carry it 
around His shoulders while the leg heals enough for the lamb to start walking on its own again. 

The reason for the shepherd doing this is twofold.  One is because the lamb keeps putting itself 
in harmful situations and just doesn’t learn not to do that and listen to the shepherd – it needs to 
be kept safe!  Two, in being carried like this the lamb is forced into submission and dependency 
on the shepherd.  As the lamb is carried it bonds with the shepherd in the midst of its pain and 
comes to know him more and more – his smell, his voice, his mannerisms.  When the lamb’s leg 
is healed and it can walk again, it has learned more about his shepherd and loves him so much 
that it doesn’t leave his side again, and thus is kept safe. 

Breaking the leg of a wandering lamb is something a good shepherd will do to protect it, and 
draw the lamb closer to the shepherd.  Some of you know what that’s like.  Some know and 
would say that it’s only because of a difficulty or pain or major ‘thing’ that happened in their 
lives that they came to know Jesus more and rely on Him. 

Before anyone misunderstands me, I am not saying that everything that happens that is ‘bad’ is 
Jesus breaking our legs, so to speak, to drive us back to Him.  Sometimes things in life just 
happen, and we may never know the reason for those things this side of Heaven.  However, there 
are times when our Good Shepherd allows them to happen, or even causes them to happen, so we 
will  turn back to Him and experience His love and saving, strong arms. 
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I like this picture a little more than Jesus carrying the lamb: 

 

He’s holding the lamb tight, burying His face in the wool, wrapping his nail scarred hands 
around His precious, precious little lamb.  The old children’s song that we ‘sophisticated adults’ 
don’t sing because it’s ‘too childish’ sums it all up – “I am Jesus’ little lamb; ever glad at heart I 
am.  For my Shepherd gently guides me, knows my need and well provides me.  Loves me every 
day the same, even calls me by my name.  Who so happy as I am, even now the Shepherd’s 
lamb?  And when my short life is ended, by His angel host attended, He shall fold me to His 
breast, there within His arms to rest.” 

That’s the Gate and the Good Shepherd – the One through whom we get into Heaven, and the 
One who carries us and holds us through the trials of this life until he welcomes us into the place 
He’s been preparing for us on the last day. 
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Will you please pray with me? 

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, thank You.  Thank You for loving us even at our worst.  
Thank You for promising to carry us when we are broken; and yes, thank You even for 
‘breaking our legs’ when we’ve wandered away from You time and again so we can learn 
to lean on You, trust You, and love You all over again and again and again. 

Help us to always call on You.  Help us to always rely on You rather than our own 
devices and plans; our own answers to life’s questions and our own opinions of who You 
are and what Your Word says.   

Carry us today, tomorrow and the rest of our lives until we come into the Home You have 
prepared for us.  Thank You for being our Gate and our Good Shepherd.  Help us to 
never forget. 

In Your loving name, Amen.  


